A8HWELL  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Annual  Report  for  1922 

by  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  report  this  year  is  a short  one  on  the  lines  laid 
down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Population. 

This  is  estimated  to  be  3,593  as  against  the  Census 
population  of  3,600. 

Vital  Statistics. 

There  were  51  births  and  55  deaths.  There  were  5 infant 
deaths.  This  record  gives  us  the  following  rates — 

England  & Wales. 


Birth-rate 

per  1,000  living  14.2 

20.6 

Death-rate  

„ ,,  15.3 

12.9 

Infant  Mortality 

,,  births  98 

77 

There  was  1 death  from  influenza,  2 from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  6 from  cancer,  9 from  bronchitis,  and  4 from 
congenital  debility.  There  were  2 illegitimate  births. 

No  deaths  occurred  from  the  more  usual  infectious 
fevers.  Although  these  figures  are  small  ones,  and  one  or 
two  births  or  deaths  make  a great  difference  in  the  rates,  it 
cannot  be  considered  a satisfactory  state  of  affairs.  The 
birth-rate  is  lower  than  the  death-rate  and  the  birth-rate  is 
much  lower  than  for  the  whole  country.  It  is  not  a healthy 
sign  for  the  Nation  to  see  the  rural  districts  decaying  and 
we  must  hope  for  better  records. 


Infectious  Disease. 

The  diseases  which  have  been  notified  have  been 
Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary  2,  other  forms  1),  Malaria  1, 
Erysipelas  1,  Measles  2,  Pneumonia  5,  Scarlet  Fever  9. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles,  Pneumonia,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  or  Infantile  Diarrhoea,  and  this  is  very 
satisfactory.  The  scarlet  fever  cases  were  sent  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  This  Hospital  cannot  take  in  cases  such 
as  Diphtheria  if  Scarlet  Fever  is  already  being  nursed  there, 
and  this  is  a great  disadvantage  at  times.  There  is  no 
separate  Hospital  for  Small  Pox  in  the  AshAvell  district. 

Water  Supply. 

There  is  a public  supply  at  Ashwell,  the  rest  of  the 
District  being  supplied  by  surface  wells.  Up  to  the  end  of 
the  year  all  the  villages  except  Ashwell  were  very  short  of 
water,  but  this  state  of  things  has  now  improved.  The  ponds 
in  the  villages  are  once  more  full.  The  village  of  Hinxworth 
now  feels  the  need  of  a reliable  supply,  and  several  schemes 
have  been  considered.  The  difficulty  is  that  the  really  good 
scheme  of  connecting  up  with  the  Biggleswade  supply  is  an 
expensive  one  for  a small  area.  Hinxworth  has  now  got 
a Parish  Council,  and  we  hope  this  badly  needed  want  of  a 
good  supply  of  water  will  be  met  during  the  next  year. 

Milk  Supply. 

In  September  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act, 
1922,  came  into  force.  Under  this  Act  the  Council  has  to 
keep  two  registers,  one  of  producers  and  one  of  retailers,  and 
can  refuse  to  register  any  retailer  whose  milk  is  dangerous  to 
health.  Certain  grades  of  milk  can  also  be  made  by  per- 
mission of  the  Ministry.  The  Council  should  aim  at  having 
only  Grade  A certified  milk  produced  in  the  district,  and 
people  should  be  taught  that  this  milk  is  the  best  value  for 
the  money  as  a food  which  can  be  .given.  If  the  public 
demanded  a high  standard  of  milk  it  would  easily  get  it. 
Not  only  good  milk  free  from  tubercle  bacilli,  but  plenty  of 
it,  is  very  important  for  public  health. 

Housing. 

During  the  year  19  new  houses  were  built  and  this 
completed  the  shortened  housing  scheme  for  the  district. 
The  Council  has  been  aware  that  this  did  not  meet  the 
demand,  and  has  been  trying  to  get  more  houses  built. 


Houses  are  now  especially  needed  at  Ashwell.  Ashwell  is  an 
old  village  where  many  of  the  cottages  are  very  poor  and 
deficient  in  bedroom  accommodation.  Any  means  by  which 
new  cottages  with  three  bedrooms  could  be  built  will  be  very 
welcome.  Housing  is  at  the  very  root  of  decent  social  life. 

School  Medical  Inspection. 

133  children  were  examined  and  the  following  defects 
were  found  : — 

Malnutriticfn.  Tonsils  and  Adenoids.  Eyes.  Teeth.  Unvaooinated.  Nits.  Other  Ailments. 

2 48  11  76  39  10  10 

There  were  5 fewer  children  examined  this  year  than 
last  year. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

This  report  follows  as  received  from  him.  1 beg  to 
thank  him  for  the  prompt  and  careful  way  in  which  he  has 
carried  out  his  duties. 

Yours  faithfully, 

NORMAN  MACFADYEN, 
M.B.,  D.P.H.,  M.O.H. 


Visits  and  Inspection  of  Cottages 
Visits  to  Infectious  Cases 
„ Dirty  Houses 
„ Cases  of  Overcrowding 
„ Water  Supplies 
„ Privies,  &c. 

„ Animals 

,,  Ditches,  Drains,  and  Cesspools... 

„ Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Slaughter-houses 
„ Schools 

„ Bakehouses,  Outworkers,  and  Workshops 
„ Petrol  and  Carbide  Stores 


662 

18 

1 

1 

89 

33 

6 

21 

64 

2 

30 

12 


Number  of  Nuisances  discovered 

XT  4.-  j J Preliminary 

„ Notices  served  | 


,,  Nuisances  Abated  ... 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  No.  on  Eegister  21 
Slaughter-houses  ...  „ „ 8 

Bakehouses  ...  ,,  ,,  8 


Inspections 


889 

145 

123 

18 

103 

33 

15 

16 


Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 


Nnmb^^v  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Nuisances  Discovered  4 Remedied  ...  4 

Number  of  Premises  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  Water  Certificates  issued  ...  ...  ...  3 

Samples  of  Water  taken  (both  fit)  ...  ...  ...  2 


Housing. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  ...  19 

As  part  of  the  Council  Housing  Scheme  ...  ...  18 

UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

INSPECTION. 

Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  ...  ...  296 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing  and 

Town  Planning  Regulations  of  1910  ...  ...  96 

No.  of  Houses  found  to  be  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  17 

No.  of  Houses  (exclusive  of  the  above)  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation...  ...  75 

No.  of  defective  Houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  41 

PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

No.  of  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  19 

No.  of  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied — 

(a)  By  Owner  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTIONS  17  and  18  OF  THE  HOUSING 
AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

Representations  made  with  a view  to  making  Closing  Orders  2 
No.  of  Houses  on  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  nil 


WARREN  BROS.,  PRINTERS,  ROYSTON. 


